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evidence, if such can be found.    The known
records of human observations go back only
four thousand years, and for the first of these
are vague and scanty in the extreme.    But
the problem attempts to reach backward for
myriads of years, even before the time when
man was seen upon tho earth,    Keason teaches
plainly that there must have been a beginning,
and a Divine Beginner, by whom all things
consist.   The only direct evidence available
for these early times must be a message from
the Creator to mankind.    Such a message, ac-
cordmg to the constant faith of tho Jewish
nation and the   Christian  Church for three
thousand years, has really been given to man,
and begins with a brief and clear statement of
the order and method of man's creation.   The
first duty, then, of genuine science is to decide
whether this is a reasonable faith or an idlo
superstition; and if well founded, thnn to de-
cide on the true meaning of tho record in its
scientific aspect, and tho limits of tho infor-
mation it is really meant to convoy.   For in
science, as in courts of law, the direct evidence
of one trustworthy witness has usually far more
weight than   inferences,   however   plausible,
which rest on doubtful assumptions, and various
data all more or less uncertain.   A scriew of